Hegel's Philosophy of Right
Seminar Leader: Frank Ruda Times: Monday 9:00 -10:30
Wednesday 13:30 -15:00 Email: f.ruda@berlin.bard.edu
Course description
After Plato's Republic, Hegel's Philosophy of Right might be said to be one of the most controversial and important works in the history of political thought. It has been attacked on a variety of grounds. Some commentators claim that it functions merely as an idealizing defence of the Prussian state as it was being reconstituted at the time of the text's writing. Others argue that it opposes representative democracy and ultimately promotes totalitarianism. Further criticisms contend that it diminishes the role of individual freedom and presents a substantialist, proto-nationalist account of communal organization. Finally, and most paradoxically, it has been thought to represent the claim that philosophy has no role to play in deciding political questions. The course will chart a path through the theses that the Hegelian text provokes and contextualize them adequately. We begin with the wellknown preface where Hegel equates the movement of philosophy with the flight of the "owl of Minerva" (which commences "only at the falling of dusk") and end with the passage from the state in its totality to the movement of history. To properly clarify the progress of thought that Hegel presents, we will often highlight Hegel's complex arguments by making recourse to supplementary readings (of other texts by Hegel himself or by contemporary Hegelians from Robert Pippin to Slavoj Žižek).
Requirements
Attendance at every class is essential, as is full advance preparation of the course readings for each session of the seminar. There will be two essays, the first of 1800-2500 words or 5-7 pages, and the second of 8-10 pages, or 2800-3500 words, as well as in-class presentations which form part of the participation grade. 
Essay Deadlines

